
This walk begins at Cambrian Gate and the highlights are to be found in the north-east section 
of the walk: there is an awesome collection of crack willows (P1) that have grown up and then 
collapsed several times over.   
You can also see several examples of  
the rarest British native tree, wild black 
poplar (P2), which were common on  
the floodplain several thousand years 
ago.  There are now about 8,000 of 
these trees in the whole country.   
The two old ones on either side of the 
stream are female, which makes them 
especially rare as there are only about 500 of these.
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Start/finish 
Turn right 

 through gate

Alder, a water-loving  
British native tree

Tamsin Trail  

Bishop’s Pond  
dug c1860  
for drainage

Clump of six 
horse chestnut 
(conker) trees

Collection of poplar trees  
– also water lovers

Small 
pond

Follow path  
downhill

“Hawthorn Valley”  
– old boundary trees

Two very rare wild black poplars  
(P2) on either side of stream

Veteran lime tree  
(P3) - almost gone

Hornbeam  
(P4) by gate

American pin oaks  
with narrow leaves and  
descending branches

Short Walks in Richmond Park 2. Cambrian Gate

 • Veteran lime tree  

After bridge turn  
right onto path  

follow stream downhill

*

Charity number 1172042 

Map with kind permission from OpenStreetMap contributors.

P2

P1

P3

Turn left  
down to group of 
collapsed trees

Fantastic  
collapsed crack 

willows (P1)

One non-tree feature that you may not know about is that between Bishop’s Pond and Conduit 
Wood is the site of the World War 1 hospital for wounded South African soldiers.   
This was dismantled in 1925.

P4

Photos © Eric Baldauf

 • Dramatic crack willow  

  • Hornbeam.  • Rare wild black poplar

This series of walks has been devised and written by Christopher Hedley and 
designed by Ken Edwards of the Friends of Richmond Park. 

www.royalparks.org.uk

DDiissttaannccee  aanndd  tteerrrraaiinn::          11,,330000mm  lloonngg  ((aabboouutt  33//44  mmiillee))..    EEaassyy  wwaallkk  wwiitthh  ggeennttllee  ssllooppeess..    

TThhiiss  iiss  oonnee  ooff  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  sseellff--gguuiiddeedd,,  sshhoorrtt  nnaattuurree  wwaallkkss  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPaarrkk  ggaatteess..      

FFoorr  lloonnggeerr  sseellff--gguuiiddeedd  wwaallkkss,,  ttrryy  oouurr  WWaallkkss  wwiitthh  RReemmaarrkkaabbllee  TTrreeeess::  www.frp.org.uk/tree-walks/                      

With thanks to Simon Richards,  
Manager of Richmond Park, for the original idea.

Charity number 1133201 

WWee  rreeccoommmmeenndd  yyoouu  ttaakkee  aa  ttrreeee  IIDD  bbooookk//aapppp  wwhheenn  wwaallkkiinngg  tthhiiss  rroouuttee..   

www.frp.org.uk


