
Apart from the strong representation of English 
oaks, this short walk from Sheen Gate is good  
for water-loving trees, like poplars, alder and  
willows (P3).  You will find these along the  
boundary wall, around Adam’s Pond and along  
Beverley Brook.  Some of the poplars are  
particularly tall and magnificent (P2).  
English Elms have suffered very badly 
from a fungus causing Dutch Elm  
Disease (DED) with very few mature 
trees left in the country.  The walk  
features some scrubby young English 
elm which will grow until they are  
about 10 yrs old when they are big 
enough to attract the beetle that  
carries the deadly fungus. There is a 
wych elm, more resistant to DED than  
the English species, outside the toilets  
at the end of the walk.  
Halfway down the outward stage of the walk, on the right of the path by the wall, you will see a group of dead trees (P1).  This is part of the Park’s dead wood 
policy, which aims to leave fallen limbs and tree trunks on the ground to rot. That way, more invertebrates that feed on decaying wood can continue to find a 
food source whilst the results enrich the soil.  The plentiful supply of dead wood is one reason why there are over 1,300 species of beetles in the Park.   
Adam’s Pond was used for boating between 1920 and 1939 but now it is an attractive home for waterfowl with a good collection of alders and poplar.   
There is also a very splendid veteran oak (P4). 
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Map with kind permission from OpenStreetMap contributors.

—- 50 m —-

Horse chestnuts

With the toilets behind you, cross the road and 
keep close to the wall along the Tamsin Trail.

 •  Veteran English oak  
      beside Adam’s pond 

 • Black poplar by the boundary wall 
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WWee  rreeccoommmmeenndd  yyoouu  ttaakkee  aa  ttrreeee  IIDD  bbooookk//aapppp  wwhheenn  wwaallkkiinngg  tthhiiss  rroouuttee..  

Distance and terrain:  11,,660000mm  ((11  mmiillee))..      

EEaassyy  wwaallkk  wwiitthh  sslliigghhtt  ggrraaddiieennttss..      

TThhiiss  iiss  oonnee  ooff  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  sseellff--gguuiiddeedd,,  sshhoorrtt  nnaattuurree  

wwaallkkss  ffrroomm  PPaarrkk  ggaatteess..    FFoorr  lloonnggeerr  sseellff--gguuiiddeedd  wwaallkkss,,  

ttrryy  oouurr  WWaallkkss  wwiitthh  RReemmaarrkkaabbllee  TTrreeeess::    

www.frp.org.uk/tree-walks/  

Short Walks in Richmond Park     3. Sheen Gate
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P1

P3
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 • Willows on Beverley Brook

Wych 
elm 

Beech 

Norway 
maple 

Keeping on  
the right of the 
road join the 
track ahead 

and walk  
back to the 
start point. 

Scrub English elm 

Turn left off Tamsin Trail and continue near the wall for 500m until you reach Beverley Brook. 

Sycamore 

Wych elm  
behind triangular 

wooden crate 
Dead wood 
left for the 
beetles (P1) 

Black poplar (P2) 

Old hawthorn 

Turn right up 
Beverley Brook.  

Willows along  
the brook (P3) Main tree here 

is English oak 
 

Turn right up Tamsin Trail for 400m. 

Turn left just  
before the pond  

and then walk round  
it until you see an  
old English oak.

Acid grassland -  
look for swifts here  
in May, June and July 

Black locust 
tree (robinia) 

Line of three poplars on 
this side of the pond 

 

Look for  
the cones of 
alder round 
the pond 

 

Two free-standing alders 

Willow 

Veteran English oak (P4) 

Turn left away  
from veteran oak 
slightly to the left  
of the main path.  

Head towards 
the car park 
access road. 

With thanks to Simon Richards,  
Manager of Richmond Park,  

for the original idea.


