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dug 1754, surrounded 

by excellent alders
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Old barrow

The walk begins by Ham Gate Pond, which was created in 1754. Here you can find a wonderful collection of alder, spectacular 
with their distinctive cones from last year still on the tree.  Depending on when you see this, there may also be catkins on 
the trees.   
There is a wonderful short section along Sudbrook, adjacent to Ham Common.  Here you can find willows and more alders, 
both water-loving trees.  In the past, the crack willows (P1) would often have been cut at head-height (called ‘pollarding’) 
for harvesting willow poles.    
Before you climb up the hill, you will see two wind-blown ‘phoenix’ hornbeams (P2), still alive.  At the top of the escarpment 
there are a further couple of superb veteran hornbeam (P3).  There are lots more hornbeam but also English oak (see 
Martin’s Oak), hawthorn and cockspur thorn and horse chestnut.  The spectacular Martin’s Oak  (P4) is perhaps the biggest 
ancient oak in the Park. It was painted in mid-Victorian times by John Martin, a famous society painter of the time.  Martin’s 
Oak is one of the 1,300 veteran trees, for which the Park is so well known.  
On the route you will also pass on top of what was probably an old barrow from Saxon times, where VIPs were buried with 
an excellent ‘view’ of the Thames Valley.

 • Crack willow on Sudbrook.  
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• Superb veteran hornbeams.       

 • Martin’s OakP2
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Map with kind permission from OpenStreetMap contributors.

Keep right

Chestnut paling 
fencing

Superb veteran  
hornbeams (P3)

Hawthorns and 
cockspur thorns

Photos: Willow and Phoenix © Christopher Hedley;  Veteran hornbeam and Martin's oak © Eric Baldauf.

 • Two ‘phoenix’ hornbeams in leaf last year   
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DDiissttaannccee  aanndd  tteerrrraaiinn::        11,,550000mm  lloonngg  ((00..99  mmiilleess))..      

                2255mm  cclliimmbb  uupp  aanndd  ddoowwnn  tthhee  eessccaarrppmmeenntt,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  aann  ooffff--ttrraacckk,,  uunneevveenn  sseeccttiioonn..    

TThhiiss  iiss  oonnee  ooff  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  sseellff--gguuiiddeedd,,  sshhoorrtt  nnaattuurree  wwaallkkss  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPaarrkk  ggaatteess..      

FFoorr  lloonnggeerr  sseellff--gguuiiddeedd  wwaallkkss,,  ttrryy  oouurr  WWaallkkss  wwiitthh  RReemmaarrkkaabbllee  TTrreeeess::  www.frp.org.uk/tree-walks/                      

This series of walks has been devised and written by Christopher Hedley  
and designed by Ken Edwards of the Friends of Richmond Park. 

With thanks to Simon Richards,  
Manager of Richmond Park, for the original idea.

Charity number 1172042 
www.royalparks.org.uk

Charity number 1133201 
www.frp.org.uk WWee  rreeccoommmmeenndd  yyoouu  ttaakkee  aa  ttrreeee  IIDD  bbooookk//aapppp  wwhheenn  wwaallkkiinngg  tthhiiss  rroouuttee..   


