Richmond Park Bird Brai ¢ quiz

Answers in red

1277 wonderful bird gpecies of all shapes, sizes, colours and habite were recorded
in Richmond Park in 2019. Can you identify thege beautiful birde?

(1 point per answer unless indicated otherwise)
Supping, swooping, singing and just hanging out:
meet Richmond Park s remarkable birds!

Most birdg drink water, gome drink gl water and a few almogt never drink any water at all. Thoge that do imbibe have
gome very different ways of supping. Match the bird to how it drinks, /point (maximum 5 pointe) for each correct angwer;:

L

2.
3.
4.

5.

Hardly ever drinke any water? B (Kestrel, most raptore drink very little water)
Drinke water by bending down, filling ite beak and lifting ite head to swallow? A (Coldfinch; like most birde)
Drinke frech or gea water? E (Black-headed Gull, most seabirde can drink both sea and fresh water)

Useg it'e beak like a straw to suck up the water? C (Common Wood pigeon; pigeons and doves are unusual in
sucking water)
Swoops down over water and qulps water in flight? 0 (Barn Swallow, hirundines drink thie way)
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(Dictureg from RSB website)

Every gpring, Swallows fly 6,000 mileg from sub-Saharan Africa to Britain (including

Richmond Park!). To the nearegt 50 miles, how far can they fly each day? [point

Approx 200 miles per day.

Larger Swifte (right) make a similar journey but do you know how far they can fly in a

day? Up to 3,000 miles/day. For a 2™ point, what ig their maximumn flying epeed (a

motorway limit!)?  Rounded up to 70 mph (112 kph) [ point

8. What ig thig bird (left) doing? For a bonug point, what's it's name? Up to
two pointe. Drying ite wings; Cormorant.

9. The bird pictured (right) ic the smallest bird in
Britain. Does it weigh the game ag a 5p, 20p or
£l coin? Lpoint t's a 20p coin, 5 grame.




[O. The handsome couple on the right are ubiquitoug around the Park. They are
in the Corvid or Crow family, are highly intelligent and frequently bond for life. [
You'l often gee them around Bembroke Lodge happily begging crumbg from
humang. What i the name of these cheeky birde? /point Jackdaws

[l All birde have a scientific name (Latin or Greek) to distinguigh and degceribe
them and identify their genug. Some geem weird or funny in English. For example the Thrugh family bearg the
unfortunate degignation of ‘Turdug! Can you match thege Latin nameg to the bird? /) Diea pica B (Magpie); 2)
Pagser domestious C House sparrow; 3) Branta canadensie A Canada Goose [ point each correct bird.
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2. Both thege birde have a cloge inter-dependence with the paragitic plant pictured (below right). The birdg love the
berrieg and they wipe their beake and poo the seeds in
places where the plant loves to grow. For three points,
can you name each bird and the plant, strongly
ageociated with Chrigtmag and New Year! (Bird clues:
the smaller bird's head is ite name and the bigger speckled
birde name i part of the plant's name!)

Mistle Thrush; Blackeap; Mistletoe

[3. The shy but beautiful member of the Corvid

(Crow) family, left, aleo hag a cloge inter-

dependence with a favourite epecies of B

Richmond Park tree (pictured). For fwo points,

do you know the name of the bird and what it doeg with the fruit of thig
tree? (Eurasian) Jay; it buries acorns helping to spread oak trees.

14. Many birdg have popular, folk’ or nicknameg often started in certain
regiong. Perhapg the most famoug is Robin Redbreast which hag the
proper name of European Robin. Can you match thege nicknames to the
birdg pictured below? Betures fiom 2908 wessie

a) Darty B -Dartford Warbler; b) Goldy D -Coldfineh; ¢) Jenny A -Wren; d) Yaffle £ -Green Woodpecker,

e) Sea Swallow C -Common Tern [ point for each correct answer, max 5 points.




5. The bird pictured right is famoug for its beautiful continuoug gong ag it flies and
geemingly hoverg above and returng to ground with itg tail high. ‘Red ligted due +
geriously declining numbers, it negte on the ground in Richmond Park but ie
highly sengitive to disturbance by uncontrolled dogs. What ie # /point
Skylark

16. A famoug 969 British film clagsic, directed by Ken Loach and
written by Barrie Hinds, featured the story of a young boy
befriending and training a falcon. What wag the specieg of
falcon (often seen hovering for prey in Richmond Park) and

the title of the film? MQA 2 QO//’)?‘Q. (Oicture from www.eyeforfim.co.uk)
Kegtrel: Kes (film title)

7. Which common, tall, grey, white and black wading bird includeg all thege gilhouetted creatures in ite diet? Crey
Heron (yes, Herons eat almost anything!) [ point
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8. Which one of thege stunning, exotic birds hag never been gpotted in Richmond Park? [ point: bonus point if you
can name any 3 of the birds pictured. Colden Eagle, far left; other 3 are I-r, Great White E gret, Hoopoe, Red
Crested Pochard

19. The lovely emall bird, pictured right, was featured in our film pregented by David
Attenborough (wwwyoutube.com/ watch?v=LMGK Swqryeo&t=I59¢) and can be geen
frequently around the Pen Pondg area, gitting up on the bracken. Do you know
what it's called? [ point Stonechat

20. Most owle are nocturnally active but there are both daytime (or diurnal) huntere
and some active at dusk (crepugcular).
Richmond Park hag two regident owl
gpecieg pictured left. Can you identify the two species for /point each
(clue, one of them etarred in our David Atrenborough fim) and, for Lpoint, which ie
nocturnal and which diurnal?  Little Owl (lef?), diurnal: Tawny Owl,
nocturnal



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMGKSwqryso&t=159s
http://www.eyeforfilm.co.uk/

21. Do you know what the curious object pictured right ie? [f's to
help a geagonal vigitor 1o the Park that we've seen pictured in a
previoug question. [point Tern raft on Pen Ponds, for Common
lern nesting

22. Which rather noigy birdg are seen - and egpecially heard - all
over the Park but at dugk leave en masge to roost elsewhere? /
point Ring-necked Parakeet

23. Thig emall falcon geen in Richmond
Dark (not the one at Q&) hag
gtunning aerial skille and i able to
catch fagt birde and flying ingects B
(euch ag dragonflieg) on the wing. For (RS
L point, what ie #? For 42" point, ite k
Latin name ie the eame ag thie table

top football game; can you name the game? (Eurasian) Hobby; Subbuteo  (Bird picture fiom htip://legarrigue blogspoteom)

A maximum of 38 points can be scored: how many can you get?

Bood luek, hope you enjoyed it!
Help protect Richmond Park's wonderful wildlife.

Join the Friends of Richmond Park now from just £10 per year.

Members enjoy weekly bird and nature walke and talke in the Lark, receive membership bulleting and a printed
newsletter and are invited fo special events for adllte and children. Don't miss out

www.frp.org.uk/membership

‘k; FRIENDS of

RICHMOND PARK

Bird drawings used in thig quiz are all taken from the excellent RSOB website, www.rspb.org.uk which includes a quide fo British birds.


http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.frp.org.uk/membership
http://legarrique.blogspot.com/

