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MAKING PARKS COUNT

Introduction

The COVIDS pandemic has undoubtedly changed the way we live our lives
now and for the foreseeable future. During the ‘lock down’ parks became
the only public open spaces where millions of people could exercise, relax
and meet others for the limited periods allowed. At the time these spaces
were quite rightly championed by politicians and scientists (including the
Prime Minister and each of the devolved nation's Chief Medical Oificers)
as key to maintaining people’s physical and mental health as evidenced
Iy numerous studies over many years. Many people used their local parks
for the first time during the ‘lock down’ and as restrictions were eased
parks became busier than they had ever been previously, Not only has the
pandemic changed the relationship between people and their local parks
for ever it has underined the multiple and proven benefits these spaces
provide for health and wellbeing as well as the environment.

As we move from managing the pandemic to planning the recovery the
government has set out its commitment to a science-led, clean and resilient
recovery aimed at creating employment in the industries of the future
whilst ensuring the linked challenges of public health, climate change,
and biodiversity are addressed . This Business Case was completed just
prior to the COVID19 lock down. Its primary purpose was to demonstrate
the value of parks to communities and government and set out how local
places could make their parks count. | hope now that the Business Case
can be used, by government and stakeholders across the parks sector, to
ensure parks play an important role in the ‘Green Recovery’. The evidence
of the multiple benefts of parks is set out including the extraordinary value
that rhsy cmateln suppmlng public health, tackling climate change and

i as well ing the jobs of the future. It also
hlghllgh'rs the things local places can do now to secure these benefits for
their communities.

To guarantee that the multiple benehts of parks are secured for the

next generation parks must be part of the Green Recovery. After years

of underfunding and neglect they need investment to bring them up to
standard and ensure that everyone can enjoy and beneft from a great park.
Atruly ‘Green Recovery’ will invest in the green space sector as an industry
of the future uniquely placed to tackle the 21st century challenges of public
health, climate change and environmental protection and one that provides
a significant return for the investment made.

It's time to make parks count.
Matthew Bradbury,

Chair of the Parks Alliance
June 2020,
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Why parks are a smart investment

For every £1 spent on parks in England an estimated £7 in additional value
s generated for the health and wellbeing of local people and the local
environment. Parks provide natural benefts to the communities valued at
£6.6bn annually including €2bn of avoided health costs. These benefts are
worth £140 per year for every urban resident. Parks are a really smart low
costir in civic ir . But these returns are not the only
reason for places to invest in parks.

Why parks matter now

Parks have never mattered more to local people. They are the most visited
green space in the country and local people’s most favoured community
space. They provide a range of "hidden” natural benehts from improving
health and wellbeing and enjoying getting together with family and friends
to avoiding pollution and reducing temperatures.

Parks matter to places too. They are often top of resident sunveys as the
best feature of local areas. But they also provide important public spaces for
people to come together helping to strengthen communities,

At anational level the government is committed to improving the wellbeing
of people living in disadvantaged areas and namowing the productivity
gap between regions in England. Plans are being drawn up to invest in
key infrastructure across the regions and new place based programmes
are already underway investing in the prosperity of towns and cities across
England. At the same time govemnment has set ambitious targets for
making people more active and improving their mental health; for cleaner
air and reducing obesity; for enhancing the natural world and protecting
the environment; and for delivering cleaner economic growth and greater
productivity in places across the country.

I S T—— . Given the returns on investment rnada by good qua‘llly parks they provide
: _'"_\'_'G.Stmamt Butto . asmartj choice, Cs 1to ‘grey’ parks offer
= | R g Cr= R =1L [ a ks arelatively low cost, low risk investment that will not only deliver on local
: x priorities but also provide a long term return for the public purse.

Making parks count

For places to make these smart investments in their parks they must
understand why parks matter. In recent times, the quality of some parks
has fallen, the amount of urban green space reduced and opportunities for
seizing the proven benefits lost. To turn this around places must recognise
and demonstrate the true value of parks and the benefits these key natural
assets provide to local people. They must provide the leadership to create
a shared vision for their parks and ensure future investment decisions are
made based on the value they create not how much they cost.
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Improving
Individuals health
and well belng

PARKS ENABLE
‘PREVENTION' AND
PEOPLE BASED
POLICY

Supporting soclal
connections and coh

Creating a
value proposition
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and resilient Strong
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WHY PARKS MATTER
People, places and parks

Poople love their local parks. They connect
people to the natural world and are at

the heart of life in many towns and cities,
providing places for people to enjoy the
‘outdoors, exercise their pats, keep fit and
maet their neighbours.

Good quelity parks are proven to iImprove
peopla’s mental and physical health. ' More
than half of the UK population visit their
local parks at least once a month.' Gardens,
parks and woodlands are used more than
Just about any other facility for recreation ®
vith urban parks al 15

Investment Fund being launched, Health
and social care continues to focus on
prevention moving from dealing with the
consequences of poor health to promating
the conditions for good health and
wellbeing. These are examples of place and
pecple based programmes that are offer

for future local

parks.

Torealise the potential of parks for thelr
communities, local places can take a
number of actions. They can ensure parks

billion wisits in 2018, * No wonder over two
thirds of people think Ty

are properly recog in their place-based
mffaslmclun plans, in their local economic

Important public space In thelr community
whare they can meet and mix creating
stronger communities.”

Parks are also incredibly important to places.
They form part of a place’s essential physical
Infrastructure alongside roads, homes,
schools and railways. Here they function

as important natural assets tolocal places
providing a range of natural services and
environmental benefits including ﬁow

gles and their plans to
tackle dimate change and improve the local
environment. They can also ensurne parks
feature in their plans to support the health
and well-being of their local residents and
their efforts to bulld stronger communithes.
L broad

support and the local policy objectives they
help achieve will support this approach. But
equally important will be understanding

the value of parks as a stock of assets and

tackiing cl h
Improving air quality. * Good C’.IE“IY parks
are also cultural assets making places more

d dosirable beinging in visitors,
waorkers and businesses boosting the local
economy and providing jobs.

Parks matter because they can provide a
range of benefits that support prosperous
and resilient places and the health and
wellbeing of local people.

The govemnment is committed to ‘levelling
up’ across the country, addressing

Ir lities in health and g, for
people living In the most disadvantaged
places in England. This is beginning to be
raflected in policy terms with place based
programmes such as the Towns Fund, the
Future High Streets Fund and the Cultural

ring this is factored Into investment
decisions.

The estimated 27,000 parks and green
spaces in England? represent a stock of
natural capital. (See fig 2). They provide

a flow of natural benefits directly to local
people and the places they live. Taldngsn/
natural capital approach these benefits
are estimated to be worth over £200bn
society over the next 60 years. The annual
economic velue of these

benefits is estimated to be over £6.6
billion or seven times the current spending
on parks meaning they areworth €119a
year to every single resident of England.®
This represents a significant return on
investment. Parks are a smart investmen!
and this is why parks matter,




al city parks and
opportunities for
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of the sessions mean they are attractive
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Parks are good for people’s
health and reduce the burden
on local health services

Matural environments have been shown
te influence health in a variety of ways

Increasing the use of good quality green
space for all social groups is Iloalylo

roups that
s of participation in sport a

was gn. o t
therafore the Ba Active physical activity
Intervention results in a net benefit to
soclety ™.

and there Is clear avids ale) improve health | reduce
jitionally ha b 0 In greener hunh Inom.lallllos.“ Ewry £1spent on
environments and a range of physical, value

mantal and other health outcomes.” In physical health bonells.'

What's the Problem

Why Parks Matter

Physical inactivity is responsible
for 1in 6 deaths

& Physical activity helps prevent
20

Good quality parks get pecple active
& Accessing and using natural

emvironments is associated with higher
rates d physical activity and adMly In

conditions, while physical inactivity costs m Is more b

the MHS In the UK around £1 billlon per | to health than that undertaken in other
year lincluding costs to wider soclety environments. ™

£7.4 billon a year).™ #The wellare value of parks visits Is

& The add | cost to th d at £4.5 billion per year with an
system of the people most lkely to asset value of £118 billion.

reduce their exercise lovels as a result of a
decline In greenspace |s estimated to be
£23.6 million per year. ™

& Active visits to parks in England result
in £2 billion of avolded costs of ill-health
every year, providing an asset value of
£81 billion*

One In four adults and one In 10 children
experience mental illness improving mental well baing

= Mental lll health is the single largest ﬂFarks:annmdoannmral
cause of disability in the LK, = 1t mantal

1 Mental il health has an estimated rr'é"m”gh the restcrativo ofectof
annual cost of £105.2 billlon as well as

£34.9 billion in lost working hours.™ & London's parks avoid an estimated
£370 milllion of mental health related
costs each year™

L -L s k d o
provide an estimated £10 million in
annual mental health benefits. ™

Parks connect people to nature

ive ecotherapy project
Trust in partnership
lation Trust, Myplace




Parks help tackle climate change
and protect the environment

ng e
ing air pollution
cre sks to

The impacts are concentrated on the

most vulnerable, contributing to health
inequalities. In recognition of this, the vast
majority of councils have declared a ‘climate
emargency” and many have ambitions o
achieve nat by 2030,

Parks provide flows of natural benefits
Including flsod management, heat

ik pture and polluti
contrel, which in turn reduces the burden
on the public purse. =
When assessed over their productive
lifetime, green infrastructure investments,
including parks, are a very low-risk policy
response to climate-related challenges
compared to major physical

jocts. ==

= The Committee on Climate Change
recommends the introduction of an urban
greenspace target to ensure towns and cities
are adapted to more frequent heatwaves In
the future and that the 25-Year Environment
Plan goals are mat. =

Many coundls have developed Climate
Change plans and strategles that include
daveloping and Investing in more parks to
help mitigate carbon emissions and

rising temperatures.™
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Why Parks Matter

Urban heat is a risk to lives
and the economy

& An‘urban heat island” effect is
created In our towns and clttes by
loss of vegetation, waste heat from
bulldings and vehicles, and solar
radiation trapped within the built
environment.™

Parks reduce urban heat

Isan
msawe for managing overheating as it can
provide shading and reduce the Urban Heat
Island effect. =

& Parks in England provide an urban
cooling benefit estimated at £48m per year,
with a 60 year asset value of £3.4 billon. =

Urban areas are major contributors
to greenhouse gas emissions.

& Increases in greenhouse gases
such as carbon dicxide trap heat,
warm the globe and drive climate
change. The effects of increased

urbanisation, such as increased

Parks help capture carbon

& Parks and greenspaces are the main
urban land use type that contribute o
«carbon storage In cities. ™

& The value of Dalbcn sequestration by
trees in public p

at gom peryeur wllh a present value of
£523m B0 years

temperatures and floading ane
the I "

dlimate change.=*

Declining biodiversi
economy and environment

& The number of species worldwide
IsIn sustained mass decline,™*
threatening the envircnment as wall
s the economy. For example, the
UK's 1,500 species of pollinators.
deliver an estimated £680 mlllon
annual value to our

Parks promote biodiversity

& Urban parks are amang the mast species
rich types of urban green spaces for all
speckes groups. =

Air pollution has high health
risks and costs
& Air poll

Parks can remove air pollutants

& Parks and urban \.egalallen. If canafully

environmental rlﬁnon.lbl.lc health in
the UK, causing up to 36,000 deaths
each year and risks to children’s
respiratory health,xd and estimated
health and social care costs of at
least £42.88 million.*

alr
pollutants at a local scale. The benefits of alr
pollutant removal by trees in public parks in
England Is estimated at €60 million per year,
with an asset value of £2.4 billion cver 80
years

declining

& Urban gnoenspet.o loduoosﬂood

Parks can mitigate flood risk and improve
water quality

& Urban green spaces stone and filter water,

risk but
63% In 2001 to 55% in 2018, Ths
of

the risk of flooding and Improving
water guality in streams, lakes and rivers. ™

intowns and cities, which increases
flood risk, has risen by 22% since
2001

& Urby space can provide essential
benefits to flood management and co-
benefits to soclety. Investment In landscape
conservation for example is cost-afficlent

™




WHY PARKS M

|m| roving Wellbeing through

Parks support social connections
and promote community cohesion

Shared spaces, including parks, Parks and green spaces that provide

are a key pillar in th 5 the for local people to
Integrated Communities Strategy, participate in it gatk
loneliness strategy and the C I lal { and Increass

Framework, 4

What's the Problem

Social isolation and

= Nearly half of people say parks are amongst
the most important public spaces™ They

creale opportunities for social interaction and
Inclusion which may be particularly valuable
are disconnected from for marginalised groups ™ and cultivate social
the place where they coheslon in ways that enhance health and well-
live, ' Disconnected being™

communities could

be costing the English
economy £27 billion every )

year over half of which may | & There is a soclal retumn on Investment value of
be attributed to the value | £8.50 for every £1 spent, for people with average
of lost neighbourliness and | to high wellbeing at baseline, who were partof a
health benefits.* L e

impacts on health |nc|
wellbaing

& A third of people




WHY PARKS MATTER

Parks are good for business
and attract investment

Parks are alzogood for the local economy,
making places more attractive to
b and workel

Well managed green spaces can
contribute to the economy in many ways

s,

property values and providing valuable
Jobs and opportunities for volunteering.

What's the Problem

and this can enhance the desirability of an
area as a place 1o live, work, play
and Invest ™+

Why Parks Matter

leisure services.™

ave to ttracts
astment to 2
& Astowns Ly = g the of an area through
compate with one another | investment in high-quality parks, increases inward
o aftract investment, the Investment and Increases the number of visitors
i good parks, to, and in, the local area ™
b ssess ooty | Good sy parksbingpecple o town canres,
avital business and & it
marketing tool. ** & Recreationsl space including parks is one of the top
2 Marycyconwes | s wen s et aence
high streets are struggling. Y ty
The focus of high streats uality parks bring people intc entres,
insuccessful city centres | increasing foatfall
Is gradually shifti
frugnl:\aretall.'tca grm:ﬂw & Good quality parks make places attractive to live and
emphasis on food and work. Urban green spaces ralse nearby house prices by

an average of £2,500, "
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There is irrefutable evidence that shows.
parks positively contribute to the health
and wellbeing of local people and the
prosperity of local places,

Parks help address the big
policy issues of the day

The NHS Plan aims to provide exercise
programmes to tens of thousands more
patients with heart problems, preventing
up to 14,000 premature deaths and

bl 380,000 more people get therapy

Irvesting in parks not only retums
asubstantial economic benefit and
significant public valuse it also helps places
address a range of public policy objectives.

Atanational level challenging targets
have been set that will require action at the
lecal level not only to enable delivery but

Forevery £1spenton Parks In Englandan  for depression and anxlety by 2023/24,

estimated £7 in additional value for health  wpyblic Health England aim to deliver

and well-being and th is healthier people, cleaner

generated. alr and better mental health. = The 25 \har
for

Thess benefits are worth £140 a year to A wiy

avery single urban resident of England.* matgain over the next 25 years™ and

the government has set a target of nat
zero carbon emissions by 2060, "* The
environmental protection Is at the heart

of the UK's Industrial Strategy priarity for
“‘Clean Growth' and increasing productivity.
L ‘I'hose tmgals simply won't be mlowd

aI. Good qnal.ny pnrks won't bud'newd
unless local action Is taken to make

b

the necessary

Good for business
and the local

Improving

and wellbeing
# Enabla phy

Supporting social
connections and
cohesion

alth
& Promote good mental health

Individuals health

PARKS ENABLE
‘PREVENTION® AND

PEOPLE BASED
POLICY
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Despite compelling evidence the full
benefits of pa ot widely
understood and therefore they are often
taken for granted

They are often measured purely on thelr
«costs and not thelr benefits and this

can lead to disinvestment and fallure
tocapitalise on the wider benefits and
oppertunities. As with any asset, fallure
o invest in maintenance leads to poor
performance and reduced returms.

Changing the way parks are perceived is
critical to thair Parks

appmsm enables dsclslen makers to

their 1 I ]
pecple as well as the Imctofchangesin
resourcing of the parks service. it also helps
bring the right decision makers together,
creating better and stronger partnerships,
oppartunities for investment and for more
afficient use of public resources and
enhanced public value,

Place based investment programmes and
reglonal infrastructure Investment provide
an opportunity for local places to invwest in
melr parks enabling the scclal, economic

should be seen as natural capital - key
natural assets and essential

benafits afforded by thase
natural capital assets to be properly realised.

that supports a place’s economic, social
and | pricrities.
the value of parks using a Natural Capital

those
thase Dteoes must understand why pams
rmatter, their true value and how to make
them count.

Realising the potentlal of parks

To make p: and

| places mug[

sharing the costs and benefits
parks create; secure the investment needed

ey
dofour things. They
demonstrate metlue value of parks; D!wlde
the
creating a shared vision and plan for parks,

Investing to
maintain the assets

In good quality parks as part of
essential green infrastructure; and finally
manage thelr parks in a way that secures the
benefits identified,

Creating a

value proposition

& Undarstanding the banants
and the value of parks

& Key to Greean
Infrastructure plans

Rﬁ'
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Birmingham City Council
commissioned a study looking at
ways to unlock the potential of its

P}\RKS WHY PARKS MATTER

Creating a clear value
proposition for parks

Understanding the benefits and the value of parks

parks and g tate t

the benefits for the city's citizens
and wisltors. The 'Health Economic
Assessment and Natural Capital
Accounts’ mapped the city's entire
estate. The study found that for
each £1 the Council Invests In its
parks and greenspaces relurms over
£24 o society; Council-managed
woodlands caplure more than

350 tonnes of pollutants; the total
health benefits provided are valued
at rarly £4.1 billion; parks and
greenspaces store more than 2.1
million tonnes of CO2 and Council
managed allotments are estimatad
to produce 2.0 tonnes of foed each
year with a value of approximataby
£4.2million

Gl Groon infrastructure describes the
network of natural and semi-natural features
within and batwesn. mrvﬂlsges fowns

and understanding the
natural {and other) benefits a system

natural capital account can help to
clarify and measure the existing state

of parks and green spaces deliver for of assets and the services that are
local communities s critical. A solid provided and is a valuable approach
base not anly the value of parksina

pullcybt.ltplwh:hs useful data local authority area.™ Importantly It can
for future the major benefits parks bring
the economic vatueofperks helps foto local communities and how they
make batter help the key policy priorities of
brings partners to the Iabl.n Alocal elected members,

Parks area key features of Green Infrastructure

Parks are an important element of the

wider Green Infrastructure (Gl in a place.
This means when infrastructure investment
plans are drawn up the benefits of green

(@I}, such as parks and g

spaces, should b

Inclustrial Strateghes o the cutset will
help demonstrate the value of parks and
ensure malor infrastructure development
) th

It will also help improve wider strategic
d ok ki

the returns flowing from b

roads and enhanced pubdic realm. bod

and citias - crucial g

and wellbelng.

The: Winst of England will grow its
natural capital, including its parks
and green spaces by supporting
locally identified priorities to
SUpport nature recovery, ensure
gains In green infrastructure

and biodiversity, and maximise

the multiple benefits of green
infrastructure. This will help meat
the aspirations set out in the 25
Year Environment Plan, including
the ambition for leaving our
environment in a better state than
we found It* and ‘connecting
people with the environment to
improve health and well-being’.
Waorking in partnership with the
West of England Local Nature
Partnership, which includes Natural
England, the West of England will
explore forms of support for this
ambition, Including access to batter
quality cpen-sourced data 1o help
enable the identification of local
gwx ninfrastruciune priorities.

16 - MAKING PARKS COUNT

bedding natural capital into Local

a9 aking by
ensuring the contribution parks make to
local social and envircnmental priorities
s recognised =

Providing leadership and
partnerships for parks

Deciding with your partners

Parks deliver benefits for a wide range
of public sector partners seeking to

Iimprove the healm and wtbelm;oﬂocal

Successful places achleve this through
strong political leadership for parks with
a Cabinet position acting asadwnpim

f the Equally Is senlor
places they live and work, Building the leadership for parks that enables those
right with ke who work in planning, public health and
such as Health and Wellbeing Boardsand  greenspace 1o work closely together to
Town Investment Partnerships Is critical. deliver the desired outcomes.

The Wall Warrington Health and Wallbeing Strategy Includes a strategic pricrity
ensure the local environment enables people to make healthy choices. It recognises
that parks and green spaces play a key role in promoting health and happiness. It
acknowledges that the evidence shows multipte benefits from quality green space
Including Improved air quality; less nolse pollution; increased social interaction;
reduced antisocial behaviour, isolation and stress and improved mental health.

It commits the partners toensuring quality and accessible green infrastructure in
future growth plans and maximising opportunities to protect and Improve axdsting
parks and community gardens. Importantly partners will also use their collective
green estate so that it best supports local health and socal care,



our communities 2010

Glasgow's vision for its parks
iz “Parks and greenspaces
will be lively, welcoming and
safe places; sustainable, well
connected and accessible to
all, providing opponunities for
activities and shared use for
current and future communities”,
Th jon and its supporting
Lablished after
extensive consultation with
the city's communities that
underlined how much the city's
parks mattered to the people
whio live, work and visit the city.
The results of the consultation
placed people at the centre of
the aims to pursue the vision
reflecting that their park keep
them mentally and physically
healthy, reduce the impact of
climate change, they provide
spaces to meet and bring
communities together. The
strategy has three main elements
People, Places and Delivery.

Hertfardshire County Council
(HCC) = responsible for public
health services across the
whale of Hertfordshire with

the delivery of local public
health services delegated to

District Councils. The Parks
Herts project is funded from

a joint Partnership Fund and
addresses the problems of no
single access to information
about parks and the recognised
link between population,
health and wellbeing and
access to greenspace. It aims
o encourage residents 1o make
meore of thelr valuable local
space and visit parks they may
not have previously explored,
whilst also supporting people
1o make getting outdoors part
of thelr dally lives by finding
places toenjoy and share

with others.

Creating a bold vision

WHY PARKS MATTER PhIRKS

Every pla

and bald vision for its parks, created
through partnership, and based on the
benefits and value its parks create and

th ll priceities for the local area. This
means every place must be clear on what

itwant to achleve with Its system of parks

and green spaces.

Tackling inequality in accessing the benefits of parks

There is unequal access to parks and
green space across England with 2.6m
peopla not living within a 10 minute walk
of a park."* People living in the most
economically deprived areas are less lkely
1o live near good quality green spaces,
and this impacts negatively on health
outcomes. "™ Uinequal

groups benefit, but disadvantaged and
lower soclosconomic groups ane thought
1o benefit the most from access to green
space, " * Hawever it is precisely these
groups whao are least likely 1o access green
space. =

that greener

that those whao are at greatest risk of poor
physical and mental health have the least
opportunity 1o benefit from being maland

ek Al ek

and gunspacas can be one approach

Investing in parks to maintain the assets

Sharing the burdens as well as the benefits of parks

L k under

health and |

I\nﬂg‘l( h
financial pressure in recent times as
they have had tocompete with other
sarvice priodties, Thnbuldan af pay!ng

©COstS of INcreases in propery values,
For most places the share of the
financial burdens and benefits of

fur\ulm
but the benefits that Howl’mm parks

to local communities have an Indirect
financial benefit for ather p h

responsibility for the delivery of health
outcomes is a good example of where
be

greater equity

MAKING PARKS COUNT - 17
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Diversifying income streams to help pay for parks

of parks a more | Nendod approach may

with funds from a

The capacity to deliver additional
ongoing revenue

A Parks Foundation (not to be
confused with a whole sendce
Parks Trust) ks a non-profit
ation that supports a
specific park or par oY
whole are

g to support local
s whilst management and

local authority, Bournemouth
Parks Foundation's mission isto
create inspi
img alth and wellbaing,
reconnect pecple with nature
and bring diverse communities
togeather. The this through
supporting projects invok
childrens pl

horticulture, health anc
sport, and activities for
community

beyond the local authorit
parks plan to transform parks
Into fantastic spaces,

over £200k. =

Nottingham City
Council’s Parks and Open

clencies and dew
i range of comm
income generating projects
enabling them to sustain servic
delivery and continue a Parks
improvement programme. The
Parks Service now brings in
income covering 88% of the
sarvice costs,

18 - MAKING PARKS COUNT

of parks hasbooomc
increasingly important. For both the
future capital and revenue requirements

mlxofooulus including local tax payers,

income and
from the private and community sectors,

Increasing capital investment into parks

Local development Is managed by after devalopment, ompsmdm!he leval
hy systam with o ofb y prior o the d
alki L local ENG will 1

towork with local authorities and local
stakeholders to support their pricrities for

Inlmstnmm such as parks, through
planning gain. This provides opportunities

for the provision new parks and the 1 e |y rany
mhanoenmtde:lwngwm w1lhrlnan ddhm(lrlg BNGwrmln the original
anea, O) ise for new |l ot be possible meaning

jeint ventures and pannerships (such

as management companles, Trusts or
Community Interest Companies) 1o provide
access to additional capital investment

local offsite hlbltatmlllon ray be mone
wviable. In such cases developers will work
with the local authority to Idantify kocal land
best placed for biodiversity recovery and

{public and private) and the capture of for
revenue funds to support & o
Anumber of local authorities are also More recently places have prapared

experimenting In delivering parks through
new models such as Trusts or Local
Authority Trading Companies with an aim
of achleving greater long term financial

Natural Capital Investment Plans in an
attempt to mobilise existing and new
sources of finance. These plans are aimed
at sscuring investment where there is a

vt ki return to the investor alongside a positive
g blod is a new Impact on & place's natural capital resulting
of the I inth and

local health and wellbeing. The market
for Natural Capital Investment is still
and the Impact of Pl

25 Year Environment Plan and may also

for parks. Blodiversity Net Gain (BNG)

requires a 10% increase in y

yetto b

The Greater Manchester Natural Capital Investment Plan sims to broaden the

range of potential sources of investrment in natural capital. The plan was based on
review of existing projects aiming to maintain and enhance the banefits natural capital
provides and ar \d opportunities where additional investment

can help the projact
almed at Improving he:
places to make them maore attractive Inward investment; tackling climate
change ardcon:er.'mg ,\lldlufﬂ and habitats. The plan sets out a pipeline of potential
need iry ent and explores different finance models to

=ctor invesiment and the role of public sector. ™
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Managing parks as essential
assets to secure the benefits

Investing in capacity

Parks sector professionals need new prometion, “influencing dectsion making”
skills to make sure their parks thrive in the and the ability to demonstrate the value
21st Century. This new context demands of parks to a wider range of services and

new skill sets, and parks staff need to be priorities = Park managers belleve the most

empowered with skills in critical areas Important skills for the future of the sendce
P will Include Ananclal and partnership skills

income generation, marketing and that focus on funding and resources.

P
SEVENTS

I

ving and

HMPO!

2riNg communit

Local parks have never been mora parks with thousands of Friends Groups
impaortant for local citizens and up and down th Y. gl
precious for local communities. == volunteers getting more Involved In the day
Understanding how citizens value their o day management and stewardship of
parks by asking the right questions their local park resulting in multiple benefits
and surveying periodically is essential. for the local autherity, local communit

Vielunteering remains hugely popular in and the vl groups




and prop

Managing parks as 'natural assets’

Understanding nature as an asset Accounting to value a local autharity's
which delivers benefits provides a parks provides a snapshot of their value
framework to manage it well to deliver expressed in annual flow terms or as

for society’s needs. capital asset value,

Decision makers can more easily consider  These valuations can then be updated
how i i assel allowing an ofany

such as parks contributes to wider societal  changes that may have occumed toinform
aims and trade-offs which affect the quality  future imvestment decisions similar to
of quality of assets. Using Natural Capital maintaining other key assets.

Planning for parks and setting standards

Places that consider thelr parks tobe a it Is of poor quality. It intends to do this by
priority, have a parks strategy in place, and  drawing up a National Framework of Green
an elected member as a parks f 1d encourage
tend to have better parks™ but less than places to assess Gl provision, Including
half of councils have a plan. ™ A simple parks, against these new standards.™=
green space plan will set out an authority's  The standards will cover partnership,
vision for using its green space and the funding, stewardship, planning, functions
goals it wants to achieve, the standards and benefits and will incorporate
of quality it wants to achieve [many | h
authorities use the Green Flag awa of good stewardship.~ Measuring the
dards) plus th hod ol Gl vg parks,

and time needed to meet these goals. = over time and monltoring progress at a
national scale will be achieved through

The g s 25 Year the autcome indicatar framewark for

Plan aims to connect more people with the  the 25 Year Environment Plan, =*When

anvironment to improve their health and places plan their parks it will be important

wellbeing. The plan aims to Include locally

Green Infrastructure (Gl in towns and that reflect the national standards to drive
cities, especially in areas where there s not  Improvement and enhancement In
enough accessible green space or whera their provision,
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RESOURCES TO HELP

> '. MAKE YOUR PARKS COUNT
:'?' X Leadership and Partnership

The Mational Trust and National
Heritage Lottery Fund Future Parks

Nesta

Rethinking Parks

Local Government Association (LGA)

Culture and sport improvement
teolkit

Local Government Assoclation (LGA)

Public health and prevention

Local Government Assoclation (LGA)

Leadership essentials

Fields In Trust

Green Space Index

Land, Envirenment, Economics and
Policy [LEEP) Institute

Business School

University of Exater

Outdoor Recreation Valuation (ORVal)

Bight urban areas are part of a

to find ways to manage and fund
parks and open spaces across entine
towns and clties.

Rethinking Parks is funding and
supporting organisations to develop
Innovative ways of managing and
financing the s public parks. The
projects alm to make sure our parks.
and greenspaces are financially

sustainable for the future and th:
P FUn Mo impact fi

Vtials’ s & serles of
events designed as themed learmning
. uncillors. There

rammes for Cultural
i Climate
r'mnqu and events concentrating
on Health and Wellbeing and

meter of publicly
and green
vision. It maps and analy

recreation sites, be those beac
areas like parks and
paths through the
side or along river banks.

httpsfwww. g
vizsion-for-the-future-of-parks

ukfour-work!

F P

httpsyfwww.nesta.ong.uk/project/rethinking-
parks/

httpsyfwwwlocal gov.uk/our-support!
our-improvement-offerculture-and-sport-
altu d-gport-imp

hI tpsywwwelocal govuk/our-suppartour-
it and-health-i L

public

htpsyiwwwlocal gowv.ukiour- mpporl-

political-lead h

essentials

tpsdiwawleep,sxeter.ac.ukional’
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Why Parks Matter Evidence Base

Eco-systems Knowledge Network

DEFRA

Enabling a Natural Capital Approach
(ENCA}

Matural England

Access to Evidence

Town and Country
Planning Association [TCPA)

Green Infrastructure Resource Library

Fields In Trust

Green Space Index

Land, Environment, Economics and
Policy (LEEP) Institute

Business School
University of Exeter

Outdoor Recreation Valuation (ORVal)

PARKS RESOURCES TO HELP MAKE YOUR PARKS COUNT

documents that support the
economic, environmental and
social arguments in support of
investing In parks.

Resources 1o help people manage
the environment as an asset f

the benefit of everyone. Includes a

and decision maklng o
wvalue of the natural en

a Natural Capital Approach (ENCAJ
resources are data, guldance and
tools to help you understand natu-
ral capital and know how to taks it

»; idence used by Natural England.

It shows the Information used to
5l ind inform advice,
about studies and

structure Resource
2 a unique d
of documents, case-studies,

r| Space Indm
ometer of publicly

hittps:/fnwn i orgiwhy-park
matter-evidence-base/

hitp: i abling-a
natural-capital-approach-enca

http/publications.naturalengland.orguk/

hitpsz/fww org.ukigreen re-

research-database

https:/wweleep.exeter.ac.uk/orval!
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Resources and guides on
Managing Parks, Paying for Parks,
Natural Capital and Providing
Parks.

Provides a library of information
o support landowners, managing
agents, Friends of Parks groups
and park users malntain their
parks and green spaces.

Access to briefings and
presentations on parks, open
spaces and playgrounds,
grounds maintenance, amenity
land services, horticulture and
arboriculture as well as allotments
and cemateries and crematoria.
Supports Friends’ groups

1o feal better equipped and

more confident in thelr active
Invotvement with their local park.
Includes a range of learning
resources including "How to”
guides, best practice case studies
and links to complemantary
‘wabsites.

ance.orglresource
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